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DIVISION 9. CIVIL LIABILITY

CHAPTER 1. CivIL LIABILITY OF OWNERS
AND OPERATORS OF VEHICLES

Article 1. Public Agencies

Definitions

17000. As used in this chapter:

(@) “Employee” includes an officer, employee, or servant, whether or not
compensated, but does not include an independent contractor.

(b) “Employment” includes office or employment.

(c) “Public entity” includes the state, the Regents of the University of
California, a county, city, district, public authority, public agency, and any

other political subdivision or public corporation in the state.
Amended Ch. 1527, Stats. 1965. Effective September 17, 1965.

Liability of a Public Entity

17001. A public entity is liable for death or injury to person or property
proximately caused by a negligent or wrongful act or omission in the
operation of any motor vehicle by an employee of the public entity acting

within the scope of his employment.
Amended Ch. 1527, Stats. 1965. Effective September 17, 1965.

Extent of Liability

17002. Subject to Article4 (commencing with Section 825) of Chapter 1
of Part 2 of Division 3.6 of Title 1 of the Government Code, a public entity is
liable for death or injury to person or property to the same extent as a private
person under the provisions of Article2 (commencing with Section 17150) of

this chapter.
Repealed and added Ch. 1527, Stats. 1965. Effective September 17, 1965.

Authorized Emergency Vehicles

17004. A public employee is not liable for civil damages on account of
personal injury to or death of any person or damage to property resulting
from the operation, in the line of duty, of an authorized emergency vehicle
while responding to an emergency call or when in the immediate pursuit of
an actual or suspected violator of the law, or when responding to but not
upon returning from a fire alarm or other emergency call.

Amended Ch. 1527, Stats. 1965. Effective September 17, 1965.

Liability of Private Fire Department

17004.5. Any private firm or corporation, or employee thereof, which
maintains a fire department and has entered into a mutual aid agreement
pursuant to Section 13855, 14095, or 14455.5 of the Health and Safety Code
shall have the same immunity from liability for civil damages on account of
personal injury to or death of any person or damage to property resulting
from the operation of an authorized emergency vehicle while responding to,
but not upon returning from, a fire alarm or other emergency call as is
provided by law for the district and its employees with which the firm or
corporation has entered into a mutual aid agreement, except when the act or
omission causing the personal injury to or death of any person or damage to

property occurs on property under the control of such firm or corporation.
Added Ch. 1880, Stats. 1961. Effective September 15, 1961.

Public Agency Immunity

17004.7. (a) The immunity provided by this section is in addition to any
other immunity provided by law. The adoption of a policy by a public agency
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pursuant to this section is discretionary.

(b) A public agency employing peace officers which adopts a written policy
on vehicular pursuits complying with subdivision (c) is immune from liability
for civil damages for personal injury to or death of any person or damage to
property resulting from the collision of a vehicle being operated by an actual
or suspected violator of the law who is being, has been, or believes he or she
is being or has been, pursued by a peace officer employed by the public entity
in a motor vehicle.

(c) If the public entity has adopted a policy for the safe conduct of
vehicular pursuits by peace officers, it shall meet all of the following
minimum standards:

(1) It provides that, if available, there be supervisory control of the
pursuit.

(2) It provides procedures for designating the primary pursuit vehicle and
for determining the total number of vehicles to be permitted to participate at
one time in the pursuit.

(3) It provides procedures for coordinating operations with other
jurisdictions.

(4) It provides guidelines for determining when the interests of public
safety and effective law enforcement justify a vehicular pursuit and when a
vehicular pursuit should not be initiated or should be terminated.

(d) A determination of whether a policy adopted pursuant to subdivision

(c) complies with that subdivision is a question of law for the court.
Added Ch. 1205, Stats. 1987. Effective January 1, 1988.

Article 2. Private Owners

Liability of Private Owners

17150. Every owner of a motor vehicle is liable and responsible for death
or injury to person or property resulting from a negligent or wrongful act or
omission in the operation of the motor vehicle, in the business of the owner
or otherwise, by any person using or operating the same with the permission,
express or implied, of the owner.

Amended Ch. 702, Stats. 1967. Effective November 8, 1967.

Limitation on Civil Code Presumptions

17150.5. The presumptions created by Section 803 of the Family Code as
to the acquisition of property by a married woman by an instrument in
writing shall not apply in an action based on Section 17150 with respect to

the acquisition of a motor vehicle by a married woman and her husband.
Amended Ch. 163, Stats. 1992. Effective January 1, 1993.

Limitation of Liability of Owner, Bailee or Representative

17151. (a) The liability of an owner, bailee of an owner, or personal
representative of a decedent imposed by this chapter and not arising through
the relationship of principal and agent or master and servant is limited to the
amount of fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000) for the death of or injury to one
person in any one accident and, subject to the limit as to one person, is
limited to the amount of thirty thousand dollars ($30,000) for the death of or
injury to more than one person in any one accident and is limited to the
amount of five thousand dollars ($5,000) for damage to property of others in
any one accident.

(b) Anowner, bailee of an owner, or personal representative of a decedent
is not liable under this chapter for damages imposed for the sake of example
and by way of punishing the operator of the vehicle. Nothing in this
subdivision makes an owner, bailee of an owner, or personal representative
immune from liability for damages imposed for the sake of example and by




§17152 —612— Div. 9

way of punishing him for his own wrongful conduct.
Amended Ch. 862, Stats. 1967. Operative July 1, 1968. Supersedes Ch. 702.

Liability of Operator

17152. In any action against an owner, bailee of an owner, or personal
representative of a decedent on account of liability imposed by Sections
17150, 17154, or 17159 for the negligent or wrongful act or omission of the
operator of a vehicle, the operator shall be made a party defendant if service
of process can be made in a manner sufficient to secure personal jurisdiction
over the operator. Upon recovery of judgment, recourse shall first be had

against the property of the operator so served.
Amended Ch. 702, Stats. 1967. Effective November 8, 1967.

Subrogation of Owner

17153. If there is recovery under this chapter against an owner, bailee
of an owner, or personal representative of a decedent, the owner, bailee of an
owner, or personal representative of a decedent is subrogated to all the rights
of the person injured or whose property has been injured and may recover
from the operator the total amount of any judgment and costs recovered
against the owner, bailee of an owner, or personal representative of a
decedent.

Amended Ch. 702, Stats. 1967. Effective November 8, 1967.

Bailee as Operator

17154. If the bailee of an owner with the permission, express or implied,
of the owner permits another to operate the motor vehicle of the owner, then
the bailee and the driver shall both be deemed operators of the vehicle of the
owner within the meaning of Sections 17152 and 17153.

Every bailee of a motor vehicle is liable and responsible for death or injury
to person or property resulting from a negligent or wrongful act or omission
in the operation of the motor vehicle, in the business of the bailee or
otherwise, by any person using or operating the same with the permission,

express or implied, of the bailee.
Amended Ch. 702, Stats. 1967. Effective November 8, 1967.

Settlement of Claims

17155. Where two or more persons are injured or killed in one accident,
the owner, bailee of an owner, or personal representative of a decedent may
settle and pay any bona fide claims for damages arising out of personal
injuries or death, whether reduced to judgment or not, and the payments
shall diminish to the extent thereof such person’s total liability on account of
the accident. Payments aggregating the full sum of thirty thousand dollars
($30,000) shall extinguish all liability of the owner, bailee of an owner, or
personal representative of a decedent for death or personal injury arising out
of the accident which exists, pursuant to this chapter, and did not arise
through the negligent or wrongful act or omission of the owner, bailee of an
owner, or personal representative of a decedent nor through the relationship

of principal and agent or master and servant.
Amended Ch. 862, Stats. 1967. Operative July 1, 1968. Supersedes Ch. 702.

Vendee as Owner

17156. If a motor vehicle is sold under a contract of conditional sale
whereby the title to such motor vehicle remains in the vendor, such vendor
or his assignee shall not be deemed an owner within the provisions of this
chapter, but the vendee or his assignee shall be deemed the owner
notwithstanding the terms of such contract, until the vendor or his assignee
retake possession of the motor vehicle. A chattel mortgagee of a motor vehicle
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out of possession is not an owner within the provisions of this chapter.
Amended Ch. 702, Stats. 1967. Effective November 8, 1967.

School District Bailee as Owner

17157. If a motor vehicle is gratuitously loaned to a school district, the
bailee and not the bailor shall be deemed to be the owner within the
provisions of this chapter notwithstanding the terms of any contract, until

the bailor retakes possession of the motor vehicle.
Added Ch. 289, Stats. 1969. Effective November 10, 1969.

Owner as Passenger: Liability

17158. No person riding in or occupying a vehicle owned by him and
driven by another person with his permission, has any right of action for civil
damages against the driver of the vehicle or against any other person legally
liable for the conduct of the driver on account of personal injury to or the
death of the owner during the ride, unless the plaintiff in any such action
establishes that the injury or death proximately resulted from the
intoxication or willful misconduct of the driver.

Amended Ch. 803, Stats. 1973. Effective January 1, 1974.

Liability of Personal Representative

17159. Every person who is a personal representative of a decedent who
has control or possession of a motor vehicle subject to administration for the
purpose of administration of an estate is, during the period of such
administration, or until the vehicle has been distributed under order of the
court or he has complied with the requirements of subdivision (a) or (b) of
Section 5602, liable and responsible for death or injury to person or property
resulting from a negligent or wrongful act or omission in the operation of the
motor vehicle by any person using or operating the same with the

permission, express or implied, of the personal representative.
Amended Ch. 702, Stats. 1967. Effective November 8, 1967.

Article 2.5. Uninsured Owners

Uninsured Owner or Operator: Reduction of Judgment or Settlement

17200. Where an uninsured owner or operator has obtained a judgment
against or agreed to a settlement with the owner or operator of an insured
motor vehicle based on the negligence of the insured owner or operator, the
amount of the judgment or settlement payable by the insured or his or her
insurer shall be reduced by the amount paid or payable to the insured owner
or operator or occupants of the insured motor vehicles or their heirs or legal
representatives from coverage provided by an uninsured motorist
endorsement where the claim of the insured, the owner, or occupants of the
insured motor vehicle and the uninsured motorist arise out of the same
accident. If the insured or his or her insurer becomes entitled to a reduction,
the reduction shall not exceed the amount of the settlement or judgment

awarded the uninsured owner or operator.
Added Ch. 1252, Stats. 1983. Effective January 1, 1984.

Payment of Settlement

17201. The payment of any settlement with an uninsured owner or
operator or the payment of any final judgment for damages obtained by an
uninsured owner or operator in a civil action against an insured owner or
operator shall not be made until the claims of the owner, the operator, or the
occupants of the insured motor vehicle, if any, or their heirs or legal
representatives for benefits under the uninsured motorist endorsement are
settled by the insurer and the claimants under the uninsured motorist
endorsement or are determined by the arbitrator in arbitration proceedings
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conducted pursuant to Section 11580.2 of the Insurance Code.
Added Ch. 1252, Stats. 1983. Effective January 1, 1984.

Limitation of Provisions

17202. This Articleis not intended to affect the rights granted pursuant

to subdivision (g) of Section 11580.2 of the Insurance Code.
Added Ch. 1252, Stats. 1983. Effective January 1, 1984.

Article 3. Liability for Damage to Highway

Willful or Negligent Damage

17300. (a) Any person who willfully or negligently damages any street
or highway, or its appurtenances, including, but not limited to, guard rails,
signs, traffic signals, snow poles, and similar facilities, is liable for the
reasonable cost of the repair or replacement thereof.

(b) Any person who willfully or negligently causes or permits the contents
of any vehicle to be deposited upon any street or highway, or its
appurtenances, is liable for the reasonable costs of removing those contents
from the street or highway or its appurtenances.

(c) The liability stated in this section also applies to an owner of a vehicle
operated with the owner’s permission, as provided in Article2 (commencing
with Section 17150), and includes liability for the reasonable cost of
necessary safety precautions, including, but not limited to, warning traffic,
the removal of debris resulting from accidents, the removal of any materials,
or providing detours.

(d) The Department of Transportation and local authorities, with respect
to highways under their respective jurisdictions, may present claims for
liability under this section, bring actions for recovery thereon, and settle and
compromise, in their discretion, claims arising under this section.

(e) If the Department of Transportation or a local authority provides
services on a highway outside its jurisdiction, at the request of the
department or the local authority which has jurisdiction over that highway,
the department or the local authority may present a claim for liability for
rendering this service under this section, bring actions for recovery thereon,

and, in its discretion, settle and compromise the claim.
Amended Ch. 692, Stats. 1990. Effective January 1, 1991.

Damage by lllegal Operation of Vehicle

17301. (a) Any person driving any vehicle, object, or contrivance over a
highway or bridge is liable for all damages which the highway or bridge may
sustain as a result of any illegal operation, driving or moving of the vehicle,
object, or contrivance, or as a result of operating, driving, or moving any
vehicle, object, or contrivance weighing in excess of the maximum weight
specified in this code which is operated under a special permit issued by the
Department of Transportation.

(b) Whenever the driver is not the owner of the vehicle, object, or
contrivance but is operating, driving, or moving the same with the express or
implied permission of the owner, the owner and driver are jointly and

severally liable for the damage.
Amended Ch. 545, Stats. 1974. Effective January 1, 1975.

Damage From Weight or Size

17302. The driver, or the owner and driver, jointly, as the case may be,
are also liable for all damages that any highway or bridge sustains as the
result of any operation, driving, or moving of any vehicle that exceeds any of
the limitations imposed by Division 15 (commencing with Section 35000),
Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 29000) of Division 13, Section 21461
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with respect to a sign erected under Section 35655, and Sections 21712 and
23114 even though the vehicle is exempted from the limitations by Section

35001, 35104, 35105, 35106, 35108, 35250, 35400, 35414, or 36615.
Amended Sec. 124, Ch. 124, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.

Recovery of Damages

17303. Damages under Sections 17301 and 17302 may be recovered in a
civil action brought by the authorities in control of the highway or bridge.

Article 4. Service of Process

Nonresident Defined

17450. As used in this chapter, “nonresident” means a person who is not
a resident of this State at the time the accident or collision occurs.

Service of Process on Nonresident

17451. The acceptance by a nonresident of the rights and privileges
conferred upon him by this code or any operation by himself or agent of a
motor vehicle anywhere within this state, or in the event the nonresident is
the owner of a motor vehicle then by the operation of the vehicle anywhere
within this state by any person with his express or implied permission, is
equivalent to an appointment by the nonresident of the director or his
successor in office to be his true and lawful attorney upon whom may be
served all lawful processes in any action or proceeding against the
nonresident operator or nonresident owner growing out of any accident or
collision resulting from the operation of any motor vehicle anywhere within
this state by himself or agent, which appointment shall also be irrevocable

and binding upon his executor or administrator.
Amended Ch. 720, Stats. 1967. Effective November 8, 1967.

Service on Personal Representative

17452. Where the nonresident has died prior to the commencement of an
action brought pursuant to this article, service of process shall be made on
the executor or administrator of the nonresident in the same manner and on
the same notice as is provided in the case of the nonresident. Where an action
has been duly commenced under the provisions of this Articleby service
upon a defendant who dies thereafter, the court shall allow the action to be
continued against his executor or administrator upon motion with such
notice as the court deems proper.

Agreement of Validity of Process

17453. The acceptance of rights and privileges under this code or any
operation of a motor vehicle anywhere within this state as specified in
Section 17451 shall be a signification of the irrevocable agreement of the
nonresident, binding as well upon his executor or administrator, that process
against him which is served in the manner provided in this Articleshall be
of the same legal force and validity as if served on him personally in this
state.

Amended Ch. 720, Stats. 1967. Effective November 8, 1967.

Service of Process

17454. Service of process shall be made by leaving one copy of the
summons and complaint in the hands of the director or in his office at
Sacramento or by mailing either by certified or registered mail, addressee
only, return receipt requested, the copy of the summons and complaint to the
office of the director in Sacramento. Service shall be effective as of the day
the return receipt is received from the director’s office. A fee of two dollars
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(%$2) for each nonresident to be served shall be paid to the director at the time
of service of the copy of the summons and complaint and such service shall
be a sufficient service on the nonresident subject to compliance with Section
17455.

Amended Ch. 1313, Stats. 1959. Effective September 18, 1959.

Notice by Registered Mail

17455. A notice of service and a copy of the summons and complaint
shall be forthwith sent by registered mail by the plaintiff or his attorney to
the defendant. Personal service of the notice and a copy of the summons and
complaint upon the defendant wherever found outside this State shall be the
equivalent of service by mail.

Proof of Service

17456. Proof of compliance with Section 17455 shall be made in the
event of service by mail by affidavit of the plaintiff or his attorney showing
said mailing, together with the return receipt of the United States post office
bearing the signature of the defendant. The affidavit and receipt shall be
appended to the original summons which shall be filed with the court from
out of which the summons issued within such time as the court may allow for
the return of the summons.

In the event of personal service outside this State, compliance with
Section 17455 may be proved by the return of any duly constituted public
officer, qualified to serve like process of and in the state or jurisdiction where
the defendant is found, showing such service to have been made. The return
shall be appended to the original summons which shall be filed as aforesaid.

Continuance

17457. The court in which the action is pending may order such
continuances as may be necessary to afford the defendant reasonable
opportunity to defend the action.

Records of Process Served

17458. The director shall keep a record of all process served upon him
under this Articlewhich record shall show the day and hour of service.

Resident Accepting Certificate of Ownership or Registration

17459. The acceptance by a resident of this state of a certificate of
ownership or a certificate of registration of any motor vehicle or any renewal
thereof, issued under the provisions of this code, shall constitute the consent
by the person that service of summons may be made upon him within or
without this state, whether or not he is then a resident of this state, in any
action brought in the courts of this state upon a cause of action arising in this
state out of the ownership or operation of the vehicle.

Amended Ch. 622, Stats. 1971. Operative May 3, 1972.

Resident Accepting or Retaining Driver’s License

17460. The acceptance or retention by a resident of this state of a
driver’s license issued pursuant to the provisions of this code, shall constitute
the consent of the person that service of summons may be made upon him
within or without this state, whether or not he is then a resident of this state,
in any action brought in the courts of this state upon a cause of action arising
in this state out of his operation of a motor vehicle anywhere within this
state.

Amended Ch. 618, Stats. 1972. Effective March 7, 1973.
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Manner of Serving Process

17461. In the event summons is served outside of this state, pursuant to
Sections 17459 and 17460, it may be served and proof of service shall be
made, in the manner provided by Sections 17454, 17455, and 17456 for
service of summons upon a nonresident, or it may be served pursuant to
Chapter 4 (commencing with Section 413.10) of Title 5 of Part 2 of the Code
of Civil Procedure.

Amended Ch. 622, Stats. 1971. Operative May 3, 1972.

Time to Appear

17462. In the event of service outside the State, the person so served
shall have 60 days in which to appear in the action in which the summons is
issued.

Effect on Statutes of Limitation

17463. Notwithstanding any provisions of Section 351 of the Code of
Civil Procedure to the contrary, when summons may be personally served
upon a person as provided in Sections 17459 and 17460, the time of his
absence from this State is part of the time limited for the commencement of
the action described in those sections, except when he is out of this State and
cannot be located through the exercise of reasonable diligence, except this
section in no event shall be applicable in any action or proceeding
commenced on or before September 7, 1956.

CHAPTER 2. CIVIL LIABILITY OF PERSONS SIGNING LICENSE
APPLICATIONS OF MINORS

Minor Defined

17700. For the purposes of this chapter, all persons under 18 years of
age are minors.
Amended Ch. 1748, Stats. 1971. Operative March 4, 1972.

Signature and Verification for Minor

17701. No application for a driver’s license shall be granted by the
department to any minor unless it is signed and verified by the father and
mother of such minor, if both father and mother are living and have custody
of the minor.

If only one parent is living or has custody, the application shall be signed
and verified by such parent.

If neither parent is living or has custody, the application shall be signed
and verified by the guardian, or if there is no guardian, by a person having
custody of the minor.

If the minor is a dependent or ward of the court, the application may be
signed by a grandparent, sibling over the age of 18 years, aunt, uncle, or
foster parent with whom the minor resides. The probation officer or child
protective services worker acting as an officer of the court, on behalf of a
child, may also sign and verify the application of a minor who is a dependent
or ward of the court, if the minor files proof of financial responsibility as
provided in Articlel (commencing with Section 16430) of Chapter 3 of
Division 7 at the time of application. Prior to signing the application, the
probation officer or child protective services worker shall notify the foster
parents or other responsible party of his or her intent to sign and verify the

application.
Amended Ch. 865, Stats. 1992. Effective January 1, 1993.
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Signature by Adult Spouse

17702. If a minor under the age of 18 years is married, the application
may be signed and verified by the adult spouse of the minor or by the parents
of either spouse or in lieu of the signature, the minor may file proof of

financial responsibility, as defined in Section 16430.
Amended Ch. 974, Stats. 1992. Effective September 28, 1992.

Nonresident Signers

17703. If the person or persons required to sign and verify the
application of a minor are not residents of this state, the application shall be
signed and verified by a person residing within this state who has custody of
the minor, or the department may accept an application signed and verified
by the minor and accompanied by proof of financial responsibility, as defined
in Section 16430.

Amended Ch. 974, Stats. 1992. Effective September 28, 1992.

Failure of Proof

17704. If, at any time during the minority of the person who has given
proof of financial responsibility, as defined in Section 16430, the proof fails,
the department shall immediately cancel the license until proof of the
licensee’'s continued financial responsibility has been given or until the
minor has otherwise complied with the requirements of this code relative to
the issuance of a driver’s license.

Amended Ch. 974, Stats. 1992. Effective September 28, 1992.

Application Verified by Minor Only

17705. If the person who is required to sign and verify the application of
a minor gives his or her written consent, or the minor is emancipated other
than by marriage, the department may accept an application signed and
verified only by the minor and accompanied by proof of financial
responsibility, as defined in Section 16430. The person giving the consent to
but not signing or verifying the application shall not be subject to the civil
liability specified in Sections 17707 and 17708 merely by reason of having

given consent.
Amended Ch. 974, Stats. 1992. Effective September 28, 1992.

Minor’s Negligence Imputed to Employer

17706. (a) If the person who is required by the provisions of this code to
sign and verify the application of a minor gives his written consent, the
department may accept an application signed and verified by the minor and
his employer, but in such case the department shall issue to the minor only
a driver’s license restricted to the operation of vehicles by the minor within
the scope of his employment by the employer, unless the employer in writing
authorizes the issuance of an unrestricted driver’s license.

(b) The person giving his consent to, but not signing or verifying, the
application as provided in this section shall not be subject to the civil liability
specified in Sections 17707 and 17708 merely by reason of having given such
consent.

Liability for Minor’s Negligence

17707. Any civil liability of a minor arising out of his driving a motor
vehicle upon a highway during his minority is hereby imposed upon the
person who signed and verified the application of the minor for a license and
the person shall be jointly and severally liable with the minor for any
damages proximately resulting from the negligent or wrongful act or
omission of the minor in driving a motor vehicle, except that an employer
signing the application shall be subject to the provisions of this section only
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if an unrestricted driver’s license has been issued to the minor pursuant to
the employer’s written authorization.

No liability may be imposed under this section or under Section 17708 on
the state or county, or on a probation officer or child protective services
worker acting as an officer of the court for damages caused solely by the
negligence or willful misconduct of a minor driver whose application for a
driver’s license was signed by the child protective services worker or

probation officer while the minor was a dependent or ward of the court.
Amended Ch. 865, Stats. 1992. Effective January 1, 1993.

Liability of Parent or Guardian

17708. Any civil liability of a minor, whether licensed or not under this
code, arising out of his driving a motor vehicle upon a highway with the
express or implied permission of the parents or the person or guardian
having custody of the minor is hereby imposed upon the parents, person, or
guardian and the parents, person, or guardian shall be jointly and severally
liable with the minor for any damages proximately resulting from the

negligent or wrongful act or omission of the minor in driving a motor vehicle.
Amended Ch. 702, Stats. 1967. Effective November 8, 1967.

Limit of Liability

17709. (a) No person, or group of persons collectively, shall incur
liability for a minor’s negligent or wrongful act or omission under Sections
17707 and 17708 in any amount exceeding fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000)
for injury to or death of one person as a result of any one accident or, subject
to the limit as to one person, exceeding thirty thousand dollars ($30,000) for
injury to or death of all persons as a result of any one accident or exceeding
five thousand dollars ($5,000) for damage to property of others as a result of
any one accident.

(b) No person is liable under Section 17707 and 17708 for damages
imposed for the sake of example and by way of punishing the minor. Nothing
in this subdivision makes any person immune from liability for damages
imposed for the sake of example and by way of punishing him for his own

wrongful conduct.
Amended Ch. 862, Stats. 1967. Operative July 1, 1968. Supersedes Ch. 702.

Minor Agent or Servant
17710. The person signing a minor’s application for a license is not liable
under this chapter for a negligent or wrongful act or omission of the minor

committed when the minor is acting as the agent or servant of any person.
Amended Ch. 702, Stats. 1967. Effective November 8, 1967.

Release From Liability

17711. Any person who has signed and verified the application of a
minor for a driver’s license or any employer who has authorized the issuance
of a license to a minor and who desires to be relieved from the joint and
several liability imposed by reason of having signed and verified such
application, may file a verified application with the department requesting
that the license of the minor be canceled. The department shall cancel the
license, except as provided in subdivision (e) of Section 17712. Thereafter,
the person shall be relieved from the liability imposed under this chapter by
reason of having signed and verified the original application on account of
any subsequent willful misconduct or negligent operation of a motor vehicle

by the minor.
Amended Ch. 645, Stats. 1976. Effective January 1, 1977.

Cancellation of License; Transfer of Liability
17712. (a) The department, upon receipt of satisfactory evidence of the
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death of the father and mother or the person or guardian who signed and
verified the application of any minor under Section 17701 or any employer
who signed and verified the application of any minor under subdivision (a) of
Section 17706, shall cancel the license, except as provided in subdivision (e).

(b) The department, upon receipt of the verified application of a person
who has given written consent to the issuance of a license to a minor as
prescribed in Sections 17705 and 17706, for the cancellation of such minor’s
license, shall cancel the license, except as provided in subdivision (g).

(c) The department, upon receipt of satisfactory evidence that there has
been a change of custody of a minor licensed under Chapter 1 (commencing
with Section 12500) of Division 6, and upon written request by the person to
whom custody has been transferred, shall cancel the license.

(d) The department, upon receipt of satisfactory evidence showing that
any minor to whom was issued a license pursuant to Section 17706, has left
the employ of the employer who signed and verified the application for the
license, shall cancel the license, except as provided in subdivision (e).

(e) The department, upon written request by the person to whom custody
of a minor has been transferred, shall transfer the liability imposed under
this chapter to such person upon receipt of such person’s written verified
application for acceptance of liability. Upon receipt, by the department, of
such application for acceptance of liability, the person who had signed and
verified the application of the minor for the driver’s license presently held by
the minor shall be relieved from the liability imposed under this chapter. If
such application for acceptance of liability is on file with the department
prior to the receipt of a request for cancellation by the person who had signed
the application of the minor for a driver’s license, the license issued under
such application shall not be canceled so long as the license is otherwise
valid. If, however, such application for acceptance of liability is not on file
with the department prior to the receipt of a request for cancellation by the
person who had signed the application of the minor for a driver’s license, the

license issued under such application shall be canceled.
Amended Ch. 645, Stats. 1976. Effective January 1, 1977.

Limitation of Double Liability

17714. In the event, in one or more actions, judgment is rendered
against a defendant under this chapter based upon negligent or wrongful act
or omission of a minor in the operation of a vehicle, and also by reason of such
act or omission rendered against such defendant under Article2
(commencing with Section 17150) of Chapter 1 of Division 9, then such
judgment or judgments shall not be cumulative but recovery shall be limited

to the amount specified in Section 17709.
Amended Ch. 702, Stats. 1967. Effective November 8, 1967.
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